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P Admiral Stansfiéld Tarner, now the

i director_ of the Central Intelhgence
. Agency, finished at the top of his class
;at  Annapolis -2 S

vfew years ago, .- TR
= He was an athe,, X
 lete 3s wellas a
Ibright student{ a

~especially +'. _
. pealing , to the"
< Rhodes Scholar-
. 'ship‘- commitlees;
cand - -indeed -
Turner studied In °

England - after & W
" graduation ag a Rhodes scholar One
‘of his less happy athletic experiences.
" came in Atlanta in fact, said Turner
*on a visit the ‘other day, when he was
Jpart of a Navy football team favored
‘to wth Georgia Tech by three touch-
“downs; Tech .won that day by two

( pomts. e

* Turner got 'to Atlanta on one other
occasxon .back in 1974, when an old
Annapohs classmate of his - from.
.Plains told him that he was going to
run for President of the United Statés.
That same classmate, one James Earl
Carler, . tapped. Turner at the begin-
ning of the year as the new director of

‘the beleaguered CIA. Turner’s Navy

‘record was an impressive one, and he
.was quickly confirmed by the Senate, -
The new CIA head does not quite

‘Hike the “Intelligence - Czar” title

*sometimes used to refer to him, but

~that title is pretly close to being accu-

: rate. Since naming him as CIA direc-

'tor, Presldent Carter has given Turner |
* additional authority- to oversee the]
budgets of other intelligence-gathering

“agencies and also a general responsi-

“lnhty to make sure there is not too
much overlapping in such operations. -
. But . Turner, in objecting to that

Czar title, emphasizes what he views

:the need for a healthy “competition”
-among the various_intelligence agen-|
‘¢ies.” Maybe -the same information
; could be available in a general way to
‘different agencies, in his opinioz, and
:yet the Pentagon experts and the CIA.
. "might aralyze and evaluate informa-
( ‘tion in different ways. .

: % .Turner, of course, took ( over the CIA
“at a hard txme. a time when some of
that agency’s previous actions were
under severe criticism and when in 2
general way many people were al-
ready concerned about the oroper role

w

e of o Approved For Release 2007/08/20 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100120098-4

The questions w.orry him still, after ?

his first eight months in a tough as- '

signment. Turner is persuaded, he

says, that the intelligence apparatus
of a country can not serve that coun-
try well unless 'it both understands-
and is attuned to the values and ethics
of the country. But then a question,
“When does the need for good infor-
mation outweigh the desire to have

American values reﬂected in all that_‘

we do?”’. - - NP
Turner hxmse'li is not certam ol all
the answers and says so. One of the

" great problems is quite simply that
* the values applied in judgment of any

‘intelligence” action change over time;

" {he standards applied, say, in 1987 or
-1997 may be quite diiferent from the
standards - considered _proper right?

now. Another problem is secrecy. By

definition, ‘most “intelligence opera-.

tions are secret. This means it is not
usualiy possible to float a trial bal-
loon, as it is in most government
operations, and get some pubhc reac-
tion. .
But there clearly are precnse CIA
guidelines today that did not exist a
.few years ago. For one, a specific
directive from the President forbids
the CIA from. participating in or plan-
ning the assassination of anybody,
anyiime, anyplace. For another, ‘the
President himself must authorize any
action that could be considered “cov-
ert,” designed not just to gather infor-
-mation -but to mfluence events m
another country, .- in
"There are also specxal Senate :md
-House intelligence committees which
oversee CIA operations in a real way
these days, somezhmg not true even a
year orso ago.” . §
* Admiral Turner is Impresswe. He

.seems tough-minded enough to press

for the kind of intelligence needed to
provide for American ratioral se-
curity on whatever front. He also
seems attuned to the values of this na-
tion in the best sense, aware that the
values and ethics and morals of an
‘open - society must ultimately - be
‘applied in judgment to what the CIA

or any other governmental agency|

:mdertakes That's a strong combmac
jon, -

Footnote: Turners speech
Atlanta marked the kickoff of a new
group, the Atlanta City Forum, whose
aim is to bring-a distinguished na-

tinnal cnaalrar tn o hraslrfack maalinme!
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